Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 ABIDJA 08024 130942Z 
ACTION CPR-01 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO L-03 JUSE-00 OPR-02 A-01 
TRSE-00 /018W 

020616 132257Z/61 

R 121628Z AUG 77 
FM AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4873 

UNCLAS ABIDJAN 8024 

FOR PROTOCOL 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PDIP 

SUBJECT: IVORY COAST INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS FOR DIPLOMATS 
REF: STATE 189095 

ANSWERS KEYED TO FORMAT OF REFTEL 

A. YES 

B. ONLY ONE TYPE OF THIRD PARTY POLICY IS WRITTEN. IT PROVIDES 

FOR UNLIMITED LIABILITY AND MUST BE PURCHASED BEFORE AN AUTOMBILE 
CAN BE REGISTERED IN THE IVORY COAST. THE REQUIREMENT APPLIES 
EQUALLY TO DIPLOMATS. 

C. N/A 

D. N/A 

E. ACCIDENTS INVOLVING DEATH OR INJURY ARE CONSIDERED TO HAVE 
BOTH A CIVIL AND CRIMINAL ASPECT. CIVIL SUITS CAN BE BROUGHT 
DIRECTLY AGAINST INSURER REGARDLESS OF THE STATUS OF THE INSURED. 

THE GOVERNMENT PROSECUTOR DETERMINES QUESTIONS OF CRIMINAL 
NEGLIGENCE BUT PROSECUTION WOULD REQUIRE A WAIVER OF DIPLOMATIC 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 ABIDJA 08024 130942Z 

IMMUNITY. INSOFAR AS LOCAL INSURANCE EXECUTIVE WAS AWARE, THERE 
HAS NEVER BEEN A CASE IN WHICH THE GOVERNMENT HAS TRIED TO BRING 
CHARGES AGAINST A DIPLOMAT. 

F. THIS ARGUMENT COULD NOT BE USED IN A PURELY CIVIL SUIT. 

G. N/A 
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H. YES. ALL POLICIES ARE PURCHASED FROM PRIVATE INSURANCE 
COMPANIES. 

I. PREMIUMS ARE CALCULATED BASED ON ENGINE SIZE SO CHARGES ARE 
NOT NECESSARILY HIGHER SIMPLY BECAUSE OF DIPLOMATIC STATUS. 
INDEED DIPLOMATS NEED NOT PAY GOVERNMENT TAXES ASSESSED ON 
INSURANCE POLICIES. THUS THEY EFFECTIVELY RECEIVE A DISCOUNT. 

J. INSURANCE CONTRACTS ARE STANDARD. 

K. SEE PARA E. 

L. SEE PARA B. 

M. SYSTEM WORKS WELL INSENSE THAT FINANCIAL COMPENSATION CAN BE 
OBTAINED EVEN IF IT HAS BEEN DETERMINED THAT A DIPLOMAT HAS 
CAUSED THE ACCIDENT. WE ARE AWARE OF NO NOTORIOUS CASES 
INVOLVING DEPLOMATS IN RECENT YEARS. 

N. NO 
COOKE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INSURANCE, POLICIES, DIPLOMATIC PRIVILEGES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 12-Aug-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977ABIDJA08024 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770293-0218 
Format: TEL 
From: ABIDJAN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770869/aaaacggp.tel 

Line Count: 84 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 4f35105c-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION CPR 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 STATE 189095 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 
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Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
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Review Transfer Date: 
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